CITY OF ELIZABETH CITY
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN

. The City of Elizabeth City encourages citizen participation in all stages of
Community Development projects from the beginning of the application process
to close-out of funded projects. Low and moderate income residents of slum and
blight areas affected by a particular project are given special notices through the
distribution of flyer (door-to-door) in neighborhoods.

. Public notices will be published in the local newspaper announcing date, time
and place of hearings and other meetings of elected officials where decisions will
be made affecting City of Elizabeth City Citizens.

. The City will provide technical assistance to any citizen group(s) representative
of persons of low and moderate income that request such assistance in
developing proposals. Level and type of assistance will be determined by the
grantee.

. The City will hold a public hearing to obtain citizen comments at the beginning of
each CDBG application process and another hearing after the application is
drafted but prior to the submission of the application to the Department of
Commerce.

. The City will notify the public of these meetings by publishing a notice of the
public hearing in the non-legal section of the local newspaper. The notice shall
be published at least 10 days before and no more than 25 days before the date
of the hearing. Public hearings will be conducted by the City Council.

. Meetings to disseminate information to low and moderate income residents of
slum and blight areas will be held at a location in or near the neighborhood at a
time convenient to the most potential or actual beneficiaries. Every effort will be
made to accommodate disabled individuals.

. The City has a written Citizens Complaint Procedure, which will be followed for
all complaints and grievances. The Complaint Procedure, among other things,
provides for a timely written answer to written complaints and grievances, within
ten (10) calendar days.



H. The City does not anticipate the need to accommodate non-English speaking
residents at public hearings since the numbers of non-English speaking residents
are very minimal. However, if the need arises, faculty from the local Community
College Foreign Language Department or City staff will be available to assist
non-English speaking residents.

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City this 11" day of July 2016.

Joseph W. Peel
Mayor

ATTEST:

Vivian D. White, CMC/NCCMC
City Clerk



