TO: Mayor and City Councilors
FROM: Rich Olson, City Manager
Morgan Jethro, Planning & Community Development
DATE: February 17, 2016
REF: Consideration - Hold a Public Hearing regarding an application to

the Small Cities Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Downtown Redevelopment Fund Program

BACKGROUND:

This request is for the City Council to hold a Public Hearing on February 22, 2016 at
7:30 p.m. to obtain public opinion about a proposed application by the City for CDBG
grant funding related to Downtown Redevelopment. As a requirement of the Housing &
Community Development Act of 1974, a public hearing is required to gain public input
on proposed CDBG project applications. City staff intends to apply for up to $500,000 in
grant assistance for infrastructure upgrades via the Downtown Redevelopment Fund.

ANALYSIS:

The Downtown Redevelopment Fund is a small CDBG program administered by the
Department of Commerce, which offers up to $500,000 of funding assistance to non-
entitlement communities for infrastructure upgrades of downtown buildings to meet
current code requirements in vacant or underutilized buildings. “Underutilized buildings”
are defined as properties that are less than fully utilized or used below their potential,
such as upper floors of multi-story buildings that are being used for storage. City staff is
seeking public input and opinion on the planning process of the CDBG Downtown
Redevelopment Funding.

During the Council meeting held on February 8, 2016, the City Council called for a
public hearing on this matter to be held on February 22, 2016. The Public Hearing was
duly advertised (see attached advertisement). This ad was published as a non-legal
retail block ad in The Daily Advance on February 12, 2016

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Hold the public hearing as advertised. No other action is necessary.



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
RELATIVE TO APPLICATION
BY CITY OF ELIZABETH CITY
FOR FUNDING UNDER THE HOUSING AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1974, AS AMENDED

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City will conduct a
public hearing on Monday, February 22, 2016 at 7:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the
agenda will allow, at the City Council Chambers, located within the Municipal
Administration Building at 306 E. Colonial Ave., Elizabeth City, NC 27909, relative to the
intention of the City of Elizabeth City to apply for FY2016 CDBG funding under Title | of
the Housing and Community Development Act.

The City of Elizabeth City intends to submit an application for a grant requesting
approximately $500,000 in CDBG Small Cities Downtown Redevelopment funds for
infrastructure upgrades of downtown buildings. City Council is seeking general
comments and input from citizens on the CDBG Small Cities Grant and its planning
process.

The proposed project will provide benefits to the City of Elizabeth City, 55.8% of whom
are low and moderate income individuals based on statistics performed by the American
Community Survey of the U.S. Census. No individuals will be displaced nor will any
require temporary relocation assistance as a result of the proposed project.

Citizens will be given the opportunity to provide oral and written comment on the city’s
past and proposed use of CDBG funds at the public hearing. All interested citizens are
encouraged to attend.

If additional information is needed, please contact the City Manager Rich Olson at 252-
337-6864. Formal written complaints or comments concerning the application process
that are submitted to City Manager Rich Olson, prior to or following the public hearing
will be responded to within ten working days of February 22, 2016. A copy of the
completed project application will be available for public review after February 22, 2016
in the City Manager’s Office.

Persons with disabilities or who otherwise need assistance should contact Vivian White,
City Clerk, at 252-337-6955 or vwhite@cityofec.com, TDD Relay Service at 711, by
February 19, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. Accommodations will be made for all who request
assistance with participating in the public hearing.

This information is available in Spanish or any other language upon request. Please
contact Vivian White, City Clerk, at 252-337-6955, or at vwhite@cityofec.com or at the
City Clerk’s Office located at Municipal Building at 306 E. Colonial Ave., Elizabeth City,
NC 27907-0347 for accommodations for this request by February 19, 2016 at 5:00 p.m.




Esta informacion esta disponible en esparfiol o en cualquier otro idioma bajo peticion.
Por favor, pdngase en contacto con Vivian White, City Clerk, al 252-337-6955 o en 306
E. Colonial Ave., Elizabeth City, NC 27907-0347 de alojamiento para esta solicitud.



