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To: Mayor and City Councilors

From: Rich Olson, City Manager
Angela Cole, Assistant to the City Manager

Date: March 24, 2016

Re: Consideration — Street Closing Requests Involving State Roadways within
Municipal Corporate Limits

BACKGROUND:

On July 31, 2015, North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) Chief Engineer,
Michael L. Holder provided notice to Division Engineers, including Jerry Jennings of
Highway Division 1 (which covers Camden, Currituck, Dare, Gates, Pasquotank and
Perquimans Counties), that the new guidelines concerning authorization to close a State
roadway so as to conduct a special event were effective immediately. The new policy
makes a distinction between events that are sponsored or held by a local government
versus those events that are held by a private entity. The policy recognizes that counties
and municipalities have the statutory authority to hold events that they sponsor or are
responsible for, and thereby, can adopt a local ordinance declaring the purpose, date and
duration for the closing of a local roadway or a State roadway within the local jurisdiction.
This type of ordinance does not require a public hearing. Advance notice and a copy of
the adopted ordinance must be provided to the Division office. Private entities must follow
the updated procedures via the NCDOT Division Office, providing application to the State.
To provide examples, the City of Elizabeth City sponsors and/or hosts the North Carolina
Potato Festival, Independence Day Celebration, National Night Out and the Christmas
Parade. These events will require notification to NCDOT and local ordinance adoption.
Local private entity events include the Arts of the Albemarle’s Rhythm & Brews Event,
Elizabeth City State University’'s Homecoming Parade, and Port Discover’s Earth Day
Celebration 5K Race/Walk. The most popular State streets within the city limits that will be
affected by this policy change are: Water Street, north and south; Ehringhaus Street, east
and west; Road Street, north and south; Southern Avenue; Parkview Drive; and East
Elizabeth Street.
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ANALYSIS:

The Elizabeth City Downtown, Inc. Annual Potato Festival Committee Chairperson has filed
application for a City of Elizabeth City Special Event Permit (SEP). Included in the
application for SEP is additional request for street closing of several local and State-
controlled roadways. The State street closing schedule is as follows:

Date(s) and Times: 10:00 a.m. Tuesday, May, 17, 2016 until 3:00 a.m. Monday,
May 23, 2016

Route Description(s): S Water/Southern Avenue Street (SR 34/1164) between E
Ehringhaus Street (US Business Highway 17) and Shepard Street; E Ehringhaus
Street, westbound lanes from S McMorrine Street to S Water Street (SR 34/1164)

Date(s) and Times: 6:00 p.m. Thursday, May 19 until 3:00 a.m. Monday, May 23,
2016

Route Description(s): E Ehringhaus Street (US Business Highway 17), eastbound
lanes from McMorrine Street to S Water Street; S Water Street (SR 34/1164) from E
Ehringhaus Street (US Business Highway 17) to E Church Street

Date(s) and Times: 10:00 a.m. Friday, May 20, 2016 until 3:00 a.m. Monday,
May 23, 2016
Route Description(s): S Water Street (SR 34/1164) from E Church Street to E
Fearing Street

Date(s) and Times: 1:00 p.m. Friday, May 20, 2016 until 3:00 a.m. Monday, May
23, 2016

Route Description(s): South and North Water Street (SR 34/1164) from E
Fearing Street to E Elizabeth Street

Street closings are to commence as per the schedule and continue through 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 22, 2016. All roadways and public spaces are planned to be cleaned of
festival liter and reopened by 3:00 a.m. Monday, May 23, 2016. The 2016 North Carolina
Potato Festival Preliminary Festival Layout with Street Closings depicting the list above is
attached for your reference.

Staff sent the requisite advance notice to NCDOT on Wednesday, March 23, 2016. Staff
does not object to the street closing schedule as proposed. City personnel and regional
agencies will be coordinating emergency response, alternative vehicular traffic routes, and
safe pedestrian activity for the duration of the event.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

By motion, adopt the ordinance declaring street closings for the Annual North Carolina
Potato Festival.
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ELIZABETH CITY DOWNTOWN, INC.

March 22, 2016

Richard Olson

City Manager

City of Elizabeth City
300 E. Colonial Avenue
Elizabeth City, NC 27909

Dear Rich:

On behalf of the North Carolina Potato Festival, | am writing to request permission to close a portion
of State roads, City streets and City parks in downtown Elizabeth City to accommodate the 2016
Potato Festival.

The request for closure is for Water Street, from its intersection with Elizabeth Street to Shepherd
Street, Ehringhaus Street, from Water Street to McMorrine Street, Main Street, from Water Street to
Road Street and connector streets as necessary. See the attached Proposed Street Closing Schedule
and Map for specific road closures and corresponding closure times.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 252.338.2328.

Sincerely,

Tim Williams
North Carolina Potato Festival Chairman

PC: Wade Nichols, ECDI Director

106 S. Water Street | Elizabeth City, NC 27909



North Carolina Potato Festival

Proposed Street & Park Closing Schedule

Saturday, May 14
Dog Corner Park to close at 11 p.m.

Tuesday, May 17

Water Street from Shepard Street to Ehringhaus Street close at approximately
10 a.m. to complete ride and midway setup.

Waterfront Park Boat Ramp and Parking area close at approximately 10 a.m.
to complete ride and midway setup.

Ehringhaus Street West bound lanes from McMorrine Street to Water Street

close at approximately 10 a.m. to complete ride and midway setup.

Thursday, May 19
Ehringhaus Street East bound lanes from McMorrine Street to Water Street

close at approximately 6 p.m.
Water Street from Church Street to Ehringhaus Street close at 6 p.m. (due to

no exit onto Ehringhaus Street)

Friday, May 20

Water Street from Church Street to Fearing Street close at 10 a.m. for vendor
setup.

Water Street from Fearing Street to Elizabeth Street close at 1 p.m. for stage
setup. Left turns from Highway 158/Elizabeth Street onto Water Street will be
restricted at this time.

Main Street from McMorrine Street to Water Street to close at 4 p.m. for
Vendor setup; connector streets from McMorrine to Water will also close at

this time.



Main Street from McMorrine to Road to close at 8 p.m. for Vendor setup;

connector streets from McMorrine Street to Road Street will also close at this

time.

Once closed, roads will remain closed until the festival ends on
Sunday, May 22, 2016 at 6pm.

Roads and Parks will be reopened as soon as

Festival area is cleared of vendors.
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CITY OF ELIZABETH CITY

March 23, 2016

Mr. Jerry Jennings, PE
Division Engineer

NCDOT Highway Division 1
113 Airport Drive, Suite 100
Edenton, NC 27932

Re: Notification to Close Streets for the Elizabeth City Annual North Carolina Potato Festival, May 17 — 23,
2016

Dear Jerry:

This is notification of our planned Elizabeth City Annual North Carolina Potato Festival scheduled for May
17, 2016 through May 22, 2016, on various streets in the historic downtown area as follows:

Date(s) and Times: 10:00 a.m. Tuesday, May, 17, 2016 until 3:00 a.m. Monday, May 23, 2016
Route Description(s): S Water/Southern Avenue Street (SR 34/1164) between E Ehringhaus Street
(US Business Highway 17) and Shepard Street; E Ehringhaus Street, westbound lanes from S
McMorrine Street to S Water Street (SR 34/1164)

Date(s) and Times: 6:00 p.m. Thursday, May 19 until 3:00 a.m. Monday, May 23, 2016

Route Description(s): E Ehringhaus Street (US Business Highway 17), eastbound lanes from
McMorrine Street to S Water Street; S Water Street (SR 34/1164) from E Ehringhaus Street (US
Business Highway 17) to E Church Street

Date(s) and Times: 10:00 a.m. Friday, May 20, 2016 until 3:00 a.m. Monday, May 23, 2016
Route Description(s): S Water Street (SR 34/1164) from E Church Street to E Fearing Street

Date(s) and Times: 1:00 p.m. Friday, May 20, 2016 until 3:00 a.m. Monday, May 23, 2016
Route Description(s): South and North Water Street (SR 34/1164) from E Fearing Street to E
Elizabeth Street

We would appreciate your reply as to whether the Division 1 Office is aware of any other special events
scheduled for these locations, have any maintenance or other activities planned for the referenced area,
or have any other concerns during the time of our festival.

ve questions, please contact me at (252) 337-6864 or acole@cityofec.com.

N

ngela B. Cole
Assistant to the City Manager

POST OFFICE BOX 347 « ELIZABETH CITY, NORTH CAROLINA 27907-0347 « (252) 338-3981



ORDINANCE #2016-03-

AN ORDINANCE DECLARING A ROAD CLOSURE FOR THE ANNUAL NORTH
CAROLINA POTATO FESTIVAL

WHEREAS, the City Council of Elizabeth City acknowledges a long tradition of providing an annual
springtime festival for the pleasure of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of Elizabeth City acknowledges its citizens realize a financial benefit
from holding the annual North Carolina Potato Festival event; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of Elizabeth City acknowledges the festival event requires
approximately six days to install signing and traffic control, amusement and entertainment structures
and equipment, food and other retail vendors, and other attractions, and also requires approximately
ten (10) hours for removing same, and litter;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of Elizabeth City pursuant to the
authority granted by G.S. 20-169 that they do hereby declare a temporary road closure during the
day(s) and times set forth below on the following described portion of a State Highway System route:

Date(s) and Times: 10:00 a.m. Tuesday, May, 17, 2016 until 3:00 a.m. Monday, May 23, 2016
Route Description(s): S Water/Southern Avenue Street (SR 34/1164) between E Ehringhaus
Street (US Business Highway 17) and Shepard Street; E Ehringhaus Street, westbound lanes
from S McMorrine Street to S Water Street (SR 34/1164)

Date(s) and Times: 6:00 p.m. Thursday, May 19 until 3:00 a.m. Monday, May 23, 2016

Route Description(s): E Ehringhaus Street (US Business Highway 17), eastbound lanes from
McMorrine Street to S Water Street; S Water Street (SR 34/1164) from E Ehringhaus Street
(US Business Highway 17) to E Church Street

Date(s) and Times: 10:00 a.m. Friday, May 20, 2016 until 3:00 a.m. Monday, May 23, 2016
Route Description(s): S Water Street (SR 34/1164) from E Church Street to E Fearing Street

Date(s) and Times: 1:00 p.m. Friday, May 20, 2016 until 3:00 a.m. Monday, May 23, 2016
Route Description(s): South and North Water Street (SR 34/1164) from E Fearing Street to E
Elizabeth Street

This ordinance to become effective when signs are erected giving notice of the limits and times of the
event, and implementation of adequate traffic control to guide through vehicles around the event area.

SECTION I. EFFECTIVE DATE: This Ordinance, as revised herein shall take effect immediately
upon adoption.

SECTION II. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. If any section, or part of provision of this Ordinance is
declared unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, then it is expressly provided
and it is the intention of the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City in passing this Ordinance that its
parts shall be severable and all other parts of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby and they shall
remain in full force and effect.



READ, CONSIDERED, AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the
City of Elizabeth City, North Carolina, during which a quorum was present, held on the 28™ day of
March, 2016.

Joseph W. Peel
Mayor
Attest:

Vivian D. White, CMC/NCCMC
City Clerk



