TO: Mayor and Members of the City Council

FROM: Rich Olson, City Manager
Eddie M. Buffaloe, Jr. Chief of Police
DATE: July 7, 2016
RE: Consideration - Authorization to Accept Donation of Tasers

BACKGROUND:

The Elizabeth City Police Department continues to seek cost effective grant funding
opportunities and donation programs through outside sources including federal, state,
local, and private entities. The American Police and Sheriffs Association is now
accepting applications for equipment to law enforcement agencies. The American
Police and Sheriffs Association offers advanced training programs to help law
enforcement officers remain safe as they perform their duties, provides equipment
grants to underfunded departments and supports the families of officers killed in the line
of duty. The department is requesting Council’s permission to accept any and all
donations available through the American Police and Sheriffs Association. This donation
opportunity would help the Elizabeth City Police Department outfit its officers with
needed equipment to enhance officer and public safety.

ANALYSIS:

The American Police and Sheriffs Association donation program allows for the purchase
of critical life-saving equipment. If the Elizabeth City Police Department is approved for
this particular funding opportunity, the Department would not be responsible for a match
of the cost of equipment. The requested grant will be for the purchase of five (5) Taser
X26P models to be utilized by the officers of the Elizabeth City Police Department. The
use of Tasers aids in incapacitating a combative person whose conduct has risen to the
level of active aggression; and prevents an officer or third party from suffering serious
bodily injury. The total cost of this equipment would be an estimated $5,000.00. Out of
this total amount, the City’s portion would be at no cost. In return, the American Police
and Sheriffs Association requests the following:



Use the funds granted for the purpose described in the application within 90 days
of receipt;

Provide them with copies of receipts for the purchased items;

Send a digital picture of the items, preferably being used by officers; and
Permission to post the grant information and pictures on their website

FINANCIAL:

The Finance Committee discussed this matter during their meeting of July 7, 2016.
Upon motion made by Mayor Peel, seconded by Councilman Donnelly, the committee
unanimously recommended approval by the City Council.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

By motion, authorize submission of an application to the American Police and Sheriffs
Association (through their law enforcement equipment program) to be eligible to receive
a donation of tasers to be used in the field by Elizabeth City Police Department Officers.
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