PROCLAMATION
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH
OCTOBER 2017

WHEREAS, statistics show that one in every four women and one in every
seven men will experience domestic violence during their lifetime; and

WHEREAS, approximately 15.5 million children are exposed to domestic
violence every year; and

WHEREAS, domestic violence is not confined to any group of people, but
crosses all economic, racial, gender, educational, religious, and societal barriers,
and is sustained by societal indifference; and

WHEREAS, domestic violence is a preventable public health problem; and

WHEREAS, Elizabeth City is proud to be home to community organizers
who are committed to increasing public awareness of domestic violence and to
eliminating it through prevention awareness and education; and

WHEREAS, domestic violence victims and their families in Elizabeth City
are urged to seek assistance from appropriate victims’ services organizations
including the Albemarle Hopeline and the National Domestic Violence Hotline.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, Joseph W. Peel, Mayor of the City of Elizabeth
City do hereby declare the month of October 2017, as DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
AWARENESS MONTH IN ELIZABETH CITY and urge all our citizens to speak
out against domestic violence and support local efforts to assist victims of these
crimes in finding the help and healing they need.

PROCLAIMED this 9™ day of October, 2017.

Joseph W. Peel
Mayor

Attest:

April D. Onley
Interim City Clerk



