MEMORANDUM

To: Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Rich Olson, City Manager
Eddie M. Buffaloe, Jr., Chief of Police

Date: April 21, 2020

Subject: Consideration - Accept Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation
Grant

BACKGROUND:

The Elizabeth City Police Department (ECPD) continuously seeks grant opportunities in
its quest to enhance its technology/equipment program and increase the overall
efficiency and effectiveness of the department. The Firehouse Subs Public Safety
Foundation announced earlier in the year that it was offering up to $25,000 in grant
funding to be used for the purchase of first responder/public safety equipment. In
February 2020, the Elizabeth City Police Department submitted a grant application in
the amount of $21,630.41, for the purchase of three (3) Bullard QXT Thermal Imaging
Camera Bundles, three (3) harness straps and one (1) Electronic Thermal Throttle (to
be used by the Fire Department). This grant opportunity required no match and has no
budget impact on the City.

On April 7, 2020, the ECPD received written notification via e-mail that it was awarded
$21,630.41 for the three (3) Thermal Imaging Cameras, along with all the requested
accessories. The ECPD wishes to accept the grant award and move forward with the
purchase of the Thermal Imaging Cameras. Thermal Imaging equipment enhances the
ability of officers to provide a better level of service to our citizens, as the ECPD
responds to many calls alongside both the Fire Department and EMS.

The Thermal Imaging Cameras would allow the officers to save time by having the
ability to locate victims of vehicle accidents, as well as Alzheimer’s patients who have
wandered out of a safe environment.

ANALYSIS:

To acquire this equipment, the Firehouse Subs Foundation Team will purchase the
equipment directly (based on the submitted quote by the agency); and the vendor then



ships directly to the ECPD. The grant further states that, “"Any immediate media
announcements from your organization regarding the grant award are optional. If you
choose to draft a press release, it must be released within one month of notification
and approved by our Foundation.” The final stipulation from the Firehouse Subs Public
Safety Foundation was that the “organization acknowledge the grant by displaying our
Foundation logo on granted items/equipment whenever possible.” The Police
Department will follow all protocol as outlined by the Firehouse Subs Foundation Team
regarding the acceptance of this grant award.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

By motion, approve the Elizabeth City Police Department’s acceptance of the Firehouse
Subs Public Safety Foundation grant in the amount of $21,630.41 to be used towards
the purchase of three (3) Thermal Imaging Cameras, three (3) Harness straps and one
(1) Electronic Thermal Throttle to be used in the field by patrol officers as well as
firefighters.



