To: Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Eddie Buffaloe, Acting City Manager
Date: September 10, 2021

Subj: Consideration — Adopt Resolution for African American Experience of |
NENC

BACKGROUND:

In June, Corrina Ruffieux, Executive Director of VisitEC provided the Council with
a presentation on the African American Experience of NENC, a six-county
initiative that sought to “inspire exploration and appreciation for the African
American Experience of NENC and ultimately drive cultural tourism and
economic impact.” The project is tourism initiated, tourism funded and tourism
facilitated.

ANALYSIS:

Director Ruffieux noted at the time of her presentation that although VistEC was
not seeking any monetary compensation for the project, they would be asking
both the City and County for resolutions of support in the future, which is what
you have before you this evening.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

By motion, adopt the attached resolution declaring support for the African
American Experience of NENC.




Resolution # 2021 —09-01
Declaring Support for the
African American Experience of NENC

WHEREAS, the African American Experience of NENC is a six-county
initiative encompassing Northeastern North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, the African American Experience of NENC celebrates the
contribution of African Americans and encourages a deeper understanding of the
significance of the region’s cultural heritage; and

WHEREAS, the African American Experience of NENC will work to build
more inclusive communities: and

WHEREAS, the African American Experience of NENC will inspire
exploration and appreciation of African American experience; and

WHEREAS, the African American Experience of NENC will ultimately
drive cultural tourism and economic impact.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of
Elizabeth City do hereby express its sincere support for the African American
Experience of NENC and extends its best wishes for its endeavors.

ADOPTED, this the 13" day of September 2021.

Bettie J. Parker
Mayor

April D. Onley
City Clerk, NCCMC



