MEMORANDUM

To: Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Montre’ Freeman, City Manager
Eddie M. Buffaloe, Jr., Chief of Police
James Avens, Jr., Deputy Chief of Police

Date: January 22, 2021

Subject: Consideration - Application of FY 21-22 Governor’s Crime Commission
Local Law Enforcement Block Grant

BACKGROUND:

The North Carolina Governor’s Crime Commission is offering up to $24,500 in “no-
match” funding through their FY2021-2022 Local Law Enforcement Block Grant
Program. Requirements of this grant specify funding must be used for the purchase of
law enforcement equipment only. The Governor’s Crime Commission began to accept
applications for their FY2021-2022 funding opportunities on January 1, 2021, and will
continue through January 30, 2021. This grant has a cap of $24,500 per local agency.
There are no matching funds for this particular grant; therefore, there will be no budget
impact. Preliminary award announcements are expected in May of 2021, with final
award announcement expected in September 2021.

ANALYSIS:

The North Carolina Governor’s Crime Commission, through its FY2021-2022 Local Law
Enforcement Block Grant, is offering individual law enforcement agencies a maximum of
$24,500 in grant funding with no required match on the part of the local agency. The
Elizabeth City Police Department (ECPD) wishes to apply to the grant, and if approved,
use the $24,500 towards the purchase of approximately 18 Vector Ballistic De-
Escalation Shields, which would be added to the existing equipment fleet. The Vector
Ballistic Shields help to de-escalate the use of force by officers, by providing a
protective barrier between the officers and the public in confrontational situations. By
de-escalating a situation, the Vector Shield decreases the chance of injury or death to
officers or citizens. assignments.



STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

By motion, authorize submission by the Elizabeth City Police Department to the
Governor’s Crime Commission for a preliminary grant application in the amount of
$24,500 for the purchase of 18 Vector Shield Ballistic De-Escalation Shields.



