PROCLAMATION AND DEDICATION OF
BLACK LIVES MATTER MURAL PROJECT IN
ELIZABETH CITY, NORTH CAROLINA

WHEREAS, each year, approximately 1,000 people of color are killed in
this country as a result of police officer-involved shootings; and

WHEREAS, to that end, the City of Elizabeth City’s Chief of Police, Eddie
Buffaloe, Jr., has supported and maintained the Community Policing Model in our
City; and

WHEREAS, Elizabeth City Mayor Bettie ]J. Parker has time and again
referred to our police officers as “peace officers”, and she encourages them to
continue to proudly serve in that capacity; and

WHEREAS, this proclamation’s intent is to stress the importance of
respect, mutual understanding, and the creation of relationships across all racial
divides, regardless of political aspirations or paradigms; and

WHEREAS, as a government body, we denounce hate and maintain that
“all lives matter”; and

WHEREAS, as established in the U.S. Constitution, “"We hold these truths
to be self-evident that all men are created equal and that we are endowed by
our Creator with certain unalienable rights. Among these rights are life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness.” And

WHEREAS, those great words have never been more important or less
true than they are right now; and

WHEREAS, today, June 19™, we celebrate Juneteenth, which has been
established as Emancipation Day for all African-American people.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bettie ]J. Parker, by virtue of the authority vested
in me as Mayor and united together with the City Council do stand before you as
we proudly proclaim that “Black Lives Matter” in Elizabeth City, North Carolina.
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