
   

 
 

 

To: Mayor and Members of the City Council  
 
From: Montre’ Freeman, City Manager   
 
Date: May 21, 2021 
 
Re: Consideration - Request to Waive Waterfront Park Closing for a Single 

Event  
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On May 19, 2021, the City Manager’s office received a Special Event Permit 
request from Pastor Matt Harrell of the Forerunner Church located at 400 E. 
Elizabeth Street. 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
Pastor Matt Harrell has applied to the City for a Special Event Permit, seeking 
permission to hold an evening of praise, prayer, and worship at Waterfront Park 
beginning at 5:00 p.m. and ending at 10:00 p.m.  There are no conflicts with 
other events utilizing the park during this period of time.  The event is scheduled 
to end at 10:00 p.m., which is in accordance with the City Code Article I, section 
58-1, all City parks close nightly at 10:00 p.m. However, Pastor Harrell has asked 
that Council suspend the Waterfront Park closing just for the day in order to 
break down and clean up the park which will take place after the 10:00 p.m. 
curfew.   This allowance is available to the City Council under Article I, section 
58-3, Waterfront Park, which states: 

(e) The City Council reserves the right to suspend these regulations for 
the following listed activities: 
 (1) Potato Festival 
 (2) Such other time as the council may direct. 
    

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
By motion, authorize the waiver of City Code Article I, Section 58-1 to allow the 
evening of praise, prayer, and worship as applied for by Pastor Matt Harrell to be 
held at Waterfront Park beginning at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 10, 2021 and 
ending 12:00 a.m. on Friday morning, June 11, 2021.  


