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TO:  Mayor and Members of the Finance Committee 

FROM: Rich Olson, City Manager 
  Amanda C. Boone, Director of Public Utilities 

DATE: January 24, 2020 

REF: Consideration – Call for a Public Hearing – Water / Sewer Meter Fee 
Correction 

 

BACKGROUND: 

The City of Elizabeth City fee schedule provides the fees for all city services 
including water and sewer rates and water tap fees.  Inadvertently, the 3” water 
pipe size has been excluded from the fee schedule. This oversight was recently 
brought to staff’s attention as additional 3” meters are scheduled to be installed. 

 

ANALYSIS: 

A water & sewer rate study is currently underway; however, we have an immediate 
need to establish fees for the 3” water pipe size. The City’s current fee schedule 
includes rates for 2-inch and 4-inch meters and pipes, but 3-inch setups were not 
included. Staff proposes the fees for the 3” water pipe size based on the fees for 
the 2” and 4” water pipe sizes. 

 

In tables 1 and 2 on the following page, the proposed water & sewer rates by pipe 
size and water tap fees are respectively shown. 
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Table 1: Water & Sewer Rates by Pipe Size (in dollars) 

Inside City 

 ¾” 1” 2” 3” 4” & Over 

 Water Sewer Water Sewer Water Sewer Water Sewer Water Sewer 

Basic Charge 
(No usage) 

22.44 13.89 37.19 29.44 51.97 44.92 59.34 52.69 66.70 60.46 

Usage (per m 
gals) 

6.63 3.74 6.63 3.74 6.63 3.74 6.63 3.74 6.63 3.74 

Outside City 

 ¾” 1” 2” 3” 4” 6” 

 Water Sewer Water Sewer Water Sewer Water Sewer Water Sewer Water Sewer 

Basic Charge 
(No usage) 

33.67 20.93 48.43 36.43 63.18 51.92 70.56 59.68 77.93 67.43 100.05 90.63 

Usage (per m 
gals) 

13.32 7.54 13.32 7.54 13.32 7.54 13.32 7.54 13.32 7.54 13.32 7.54 

 

Table 2: Water Tap Fees 

Size Fee ($) 

¾ 1,150 

1 1,400 

2 1,800 

3 2,000* 

4 2,200* 

6 2,600* 

8 3,000* 

10 3,500* 

12 4,000* 

* These sizes do not include the cost of the meter and/or vault. Meter & vaults shall be charged 
based on actual cost plus ten percent 
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FINANCIAL: 

The Finance Committee discussed this matter during their January 23, 2020 
meeting. Upon motion made by Councilwoman Young, seconded by Councilman 
Ruffieux, the Committee unanimously recommended forwarding to the City 
Council. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

By motion, call for a public hearing to be held during the February 10, 2020 Regular 
Session, directly following the public comment period, to gather public input on 
adoption of the modifications to the fee schedule. 


