
 

 
 
 

To:  Mayor and Members of the City Council  
 
From:  Rich Olson, City Manager  
  Eddie M. Buffaloe, Jr. Chief of Police  
   
Date:  January 10, 2020 
 
Subject: Consideration – Authorize Donation of Surplused Mobile Data Terminals to 

Whitakers Police Department 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Elizabeth City Police Department (ECPD) was recently contacted by Chief Lynette 
Clements of the Whitakers Police Department.  Chief Clements is trying to equip her 
agency’s departmental fleet with MDTs in order for law officers to have enhanced 
access to criminal record information. The ECPD would like to assist Chief Clements 
with her request, both for enhancement of daily operations and for officer safety.  The 
ECPD has an additional three MDTs available for donation.        
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
In replacing the old Panasonic Tough Books with the newly received GETACH tablets, 
the ECPD currently has three computers in stock that can be surplused.  The itemized 
cost of the three computers ranges from $350 to $500, depending upon the model.     
 
With the low value of these computers due to the age, and in partnership of working 
with our Northeastern NC law enforcement agencies, the ECPD is seeking approval to 
donate the three MDTs at no cost to the Whitakers Police Department.  Additionally, the 
ECPD is seeking approval to forgo the bid process and make an in-kind donation directly 
to the Whitakers Police Department. The City has previously donated Tough Books to 
the Town of Hertford and Perquimans County. 
 
All computer operating systems will be wiped clean prior to surplusing them, and in 
conjunction with all rules and regulations relating to user agreements.  If available, the 
power supply for each computer, along with the docking station/cradle, will also be 
included in the total donation.    
 
Below is a listing of the three computers and their cumulative value: 
 



 

 

 
Item Number 

MDT Serial 
Number 

MDT Model 
Number 

Computer 
Make/Model 

 

Estimated 
Monetary Value 

1 8JKSB99763 CF-31 Panasonic 
Tough Book/31 

$400.00 

2 3HTSB53210 CF-31 Panasonic 
Tough Book/31 

$400.00 

3 3ITS862344 26 Panasonic 
Tough Book/31 

$400.00 

   Cumulative 
Value of 

Computers: 

 
$1,200.00 

 
FINANCIAL: 
 
The Finance Committee discussed this matter during their January 9, 2020 meeting. 
Upon motion made by Councilwoman Young, seconded by Mayor Parker, the Committee 
unanimously recommended forwarding to the City Council. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
By motion, approve donation of three surplused Mobile Data Terminals to the Whitakers 
Police Department. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


