:;M EMORANDUM

TO: Mayor and Members of the City Council

FROM: Rich Olson, City Manager
Carter Thompson, Planning and Community Development

DATE: February 20, 2020

REF: Hold a Public Hearing - Text Amendment Request TA 02-19 to amended the
Unified Development Ordinance (UDQ), specifically Article XII
Environmental and Special Purpose Regulations, Section 12-
10.2(50(h)

BACKGROUND:

This text amendment is proposed by a sign company, Anchor Sign. They are
developing signage for a building located on a corner lot in the Halstead Overlay
District that has three street frontages: Halstead Boulevard, Tanglewood Parkway,
and Conlon Way. In mid-December 2019. they submitted a sign package for three
wall signs, one for each street frontage, with a total area of approximately 230
square feet. The amount of wall signage incorporated is based upon the length of
the wall facing the street. Under the current regulations, they are permitted a total
of 75 square feet of wall signage on the front elevation, which is based on the 50-
foot length of the front elevation. The limited amount of wall signage permitted in
the Halstead Overlay District for a corner building instigated their text amendment

The current overlay regulations limit the amount of allowable wall signage for a
building based upon the length of the front wall of the business, regardless of how
many streets the building faces. Furthermore, the ordinance only allows signs to
be placed on the front wall of the building, not a side or rear wall.

The allowable signage in the Halstead Overlay limits a company’s ability to advertise.
Outside of the Halstead Overlay District, if a building faces more than one street,
they are allocated additional signage for each street frontage.

ANALYSIS:

Below is the language for wall signage inside and outside of the Halstead Overlay
District.

I



Halstead Overlay District:
Signs of individual businesses attached to their respective building
front shall be limited to 1.5 square feet of sign area for each linear
foot of store frontage.

Article 11-1.5(C):
...1.5 square feet of sign area per linear foot of building frontage
(facing a street)...

Anchor Sign is proposing a text amendment that brings the allowable wall signage
in the Overlay District in line with wall signage allowed outside of the overlay district.

In your package you will find a site plan showing the sign locations along with
building elevations showing the proposed wall signs. The wall signage requested
conforms with the wall sign regulations found in UDO Article 11.

On a side note, text amendments may be requested by any person. It is not
required that the person or entity being impacted by the regulation present the text
amendment.

Staff finds the proposed text amendment (below) to be consistent with the existing
regulations for wall signage found in Article 11 of the Unified Development
Ordinance.

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION:

This case was heard during the February 4, 2020 Planning Commission meeting.
On unanimous vote of the Planning Commission, the recommendation is to approve
the proposed amendment to the Unified Development Ordinance TA 02-19 as
presented.

TEXT AMENDMENT:
Underlined — new language to be added

Strikethreugh — language to be deleted

Amend Article XII Environmental and Special Purpose Regulations for the Halstead
Overlay Extension Overlay District, specifically §12-10.2(5)(h) as follows:

5. Ground Signs

h. Wall signs ef-ndividual-businesses-attached-to-theirrespecetive
building-front shall be limited to 1.5 square feet of sign area for
each linear foot of stere-frentage building elevation. This which

includes all sides of the building.




AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

By motion, adopt the attached ordinance for TA 02-19 to the amend the Unified
Development Ordinance as presented.




ORDINANCE #2020-02-04
Approving Text Amendment 02-19
TO AMEND
the Unified Development Ordinance
Article XIl Environmental and Special Purpose Regulations, Section 12-10.2(50(h)

WHEREAS, interest has been expressed by individuals to establish additional
signage along the Halstead Overlay; and

WHEREAS, the limited amount of wall signage permitted in the Halstead Overlay
District for a corner building instigated this text amendment, which would bring the
allowable wall signage in the Overlay District in line with wall signage allowed outside of
the Overlay District; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed and considered public comment
on TA 02-19; and

WHEREAS, as a result of this review, the Planning Commission supports the
proposed text amendment to the City of Elizabeth City Unified Development Ordinance;
and

WHEREAS, the following text is recommended to be adopted:

Underlined — new language to be added

Strikethrough — language to be deleted

Amend Article XII Environmental and Special Purpose Regulations for the Halstead
Overlay Extension Overlay District, specifically §12-10.2(5)(h) as follows:

5. Greund Signs

h. Wall signs ef—individual—businesses—attached—to—their—respeetive
building-frent shall be limited to 1.5 square feet of sign area for each

linear foot of stere-frentage building elevation. This which includes
all sides of the building.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the City Council of the City of
Elizabeth City does hereby amend the above text of the Unified Development Ordinance.

ADOPTED, this the 24'" day of February 24, 2020 to become effective upon the
signing of this ordinance.

Bettie J. Parker
Mayor




Aftest:

April Onley
City Clerk
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