To: Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Montre’ Freeman, City Manager
Date: May 21, 2021

Subj: Consideration — Hold a Public Hearing — Designating June 19%
(Juneteenth) as a City Holiday

BACKGROUND:

During the May 10, 2021 Regular Session, the Council received a public
comment from the Pasquotank County branch of the NAACP and River City
CDC. The respective presidents of both organizations urged the Council to
consider designating Juneteenth as an official paid City holiday.

ANALYSIS:

Forty-six states within the United States celebrate Juneteenth, including North
Carolina, which became the 26" state to recognize the holiday in 2007.
Juneteenth is celebrated each year on June 19", in honor of the day General
Gordon Granger and federal troops arrived in Texas to enforce emancipation and
free those people who were enslaved in the state. Although Juneteenth is not yet
federally recognized, it is believed that the more cities and states support the
campaign, it may soon finally be designated as a national holiday.

AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

By motion, adopt the attached ordinance designating Juneteenth as an official
holiday in the City of Elizabeth City, thereby being added to the paid legal holiday
for all qualified City employees.




Ordinance #05-03

Ordinance to Amend and Designate Juneteenth as an Official Paid City Holiday,

as Recognized in Section 1, Title IV — Leave Provisions — Holidays of the City of
Elizabeth City - Personnel Policy

WHEREAS, Juneteenth is the oldest recognized celebration observing the
freedom of African-Americans from slavery in the United States, and serves as an historic
milestone reminding Americans of the triumph of the human spirit over the harshness of
slavery and the basic civil right of freedom and equality for all, and

WHEREAS, the celebration honors those 11 2 million African-Americans who
survived, in chains, the voyage to the Americas, as well as the millions who did not
survive; and

WHEREAS, the Emancipation Proclamation was issued on September 22, 1862,
with an effective date of January 1, 1863, but it had minimal immediate effect on the
majority of enslaved people who remained in captivity and oppressed by slave owners;
and

WHEREAS, on June 19, 1865, Union General Gordon Granger and 2,000 federal
troops arrived in Confederate-controlled Texas to take possession of the state and to
enforce the emancipation of the enslaved people therein; and

WHEREAS, two years, five months and eighteen days after President Abraham
Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation, the last of those enslaved within the
borders of the United States were freed; and

WHEREAS, the word “Juneteenth” became the name for the joyous celebration of
freedom from slavery as a result of combining “June Nineteenth” together in speech; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth is celebrated in more than 205 American cities and is
officially recognized by 46 states, including North Carolina, which became the 26" state
to recognize it in 2007; and

WHEREAS, it is not enough for the City of Elizabeth City to enjoy marches and
other events celebrating Juneteenth. Elizabeth City must recognize Juneteenth as an
official City holiday, which will help support the campaign to recognize Juneteenth as a
national holiday; and




WHEREAS, by making this effort, Elizabeth City can serve as a symbol and vessel
that pushes this campaign forward.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ELIZABETH CITY

HEREBY ORDAINS that June 19'" be designated as an official holiday in Elizabeth City,
and thereby being added to the paid legal holidays for all qualified City employees.

ADOPTED, this the 24t day of May, 2021.

Bettie J. Parker
Mayor

April Onley, NCCMC
City Clerk



