
                                                 

 

 
 

 

PROCLAMATION HONORING 

JOHNNIE B. WALTON  

    
 WHEREAS, Johnnie Walton has dedicated his life to enriching the lives of 
others through his love of sports and has enlisted boundless time and energy to 
seeing his torch carried on through the youth in our community; and 
 

WHEREAS, he has enriched the lives of the numerous individuals through 
his time as both a player and a coach; and 
 

WHEREAS, his talent and drive led him to make history in 1969, when he 
became the first African American quarterback from the State of North Carolina 
to play in the National Football League; and  
 

WHEREAS, he began his illustrious football career with Elizabeth City 
State University, where he played from 1965-1968, earning All-Central 
Intercollegiate Athletic Association honors his senior year and leading ECSU to an 
8-1 record.; and 
 

WHEREAS, his presence as a professional in the game paved the way for 
many of the young African American men who are part of the game today; and 
 

WHEREAS, his lifelong dedication to football has had a vast influence on 
the appreciation that children and adults alike feel for the game, not just in our 
community, but all across the state; and 

 
WHEREAS, his excellence and vast contributions were formally 

recognized by the CIAA when he was honored with induction into the John B. 
McLendon Hall of Fame on February 26th, 2021; and  

 
WHEREAS, in addition to his sports career, his selfless efforts as a long-

standing member of the City Council have served to better our community and 
provide a voice for the citizens of the 4th Ward; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Elizabeth City is extraordinarily grateful for all that 

he has contributed through his talents and expertise to help us grow and thrive 
as a diverse and inclusive community.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bettie J. Parker, by virtue of the authority vested 
in me as Mayor and on behalf of the entire City Council and all our citizens, do 



hereby tender to Johnnie B. Walton, this proclamation of public recognition, 
extending to him our deep appreciation for his distinguished service and declare 
the date of the 26th of February to hereby be known as Johnnie B. Walton Day in 
Elizabeth City, North Carolina.  

 
       
  ________________________________ 

               Bettie J. Parker 
       Mayor 
 
 

___________________________________ 
April D. Onley, NCCMC 
City Clerk 

 
 

 
        


