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City Council Organizational Meeting 
December 9, 2019 

 

The City Council of the City of Elizabeth City met for its Organizational Meeting on 
Monday, December 9, 2019 in the Gaither Family Auditorium at the Museum of the 
Albemarle, 501 S. Water Street, Elizabeth City, NC.  This meeting was the first meeting 
of the newly elected members of the City Council following the October 2019 municipal 
election. Prior to the meeting being convened, The Honorable Eula Reid, Chief District 
Court Judge for Judicial District One administered the oath of office to the mayor and 
members of the City Council. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Bettie Parker 
    Councilman Kem Spence 
    Mayor Pro Tem Johnnie Walton 
    Councilman Billy Caudle 
    Councilman Michael Brooks 
    Councilwoman Jeannie Young 
    Councilman Chris Ruffieux 
    Councilman Darius Horton    
    Councilman Gabriel Adkins      

MEMBERS ABSENT: None  
            

OTHERS PRESENT: City Manager Rich Olson 
City Attorney Bill Morgan 
Finance Director Suzanne Tungate 
Police Chief Eddie Buffaloe 
Interim Electric Superintendent Bob Vannoy 
Assistant City Manager Angela Cole 
Human Resources Director Montique McClary 
Public Utilities Director Amanda Boone 
ECDI Director Debbie Malenfant 
Parks and Recreation Director Dexter Harris 
Deputy City Clerk / Executive Admin Doris Walton 
City Clerk April 

The City Council organizational meeting was called to order by Mayor Parker at 7:18 p.m.  
Mayor Parker welcomed everyone to the meeting and recognized Reverend Virgle Wilder 
to give the invocation after which Mayor Parker led in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

1.  Agenda Approval: 

Mayor Parker requested Council’s pleasure regarding approval of the prepared agenda. 

Motion was made by Councilman Spence, seconded by Councilwoman 
Young to approve the agenda as presented. Those voting in favor of the 
motion were: Spence, Walton, Ruffieux, Caudle, Brooks, Young, Horton, and 
Adkins.  Against: None.   The motion carried.  

2.  Recognition of Immediate Past Members of City Council – Anita Hummer: 
 
Mayor Parker invited former Councilor Anita Hummer to join her at the podium.  Mayor 
Parker presented a plaque on behalf of the City Council and the citizens of Elizabeth City 
to Mrs. Hummer for his time, energy and service, both emotional and physical, to the City 
of Elizabeth City, which spanned more than 20 years.  Mayor Parker also presented a 
plaque to Mrs. Hummer, which honored her as one of the longest running Councilors the 
City of Elizabeth City has ever had. 
 
Mayor Parker reiterated that former Mayor Pro Tem Rickey King could not be present this 
evening due to an emergency, and that the Council would present his plaque to him at 
another time. 
 
3.  Consideration - Election of Mayor Pro Tempore: 
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Mayor Parker requested the Council’s pleasure regarding election of Mayor Pro Tempore. 
 

Motion was made by Councilman Brooks to nominate Councilman Walton as 
the Mayor Pro Tem. Councilman Adkins seconded the motion. 

 
Councilman Horton asked for clarify on the motion, which Mayor Parker repeated. Mayor 
Parker then called for the vote. 
 

Those voting in favor of the motion of Councilman Johnnie Walton being 
made Mayor Pro Tem were: Brooks, Walton, Caudle, Horton, and Adkins. 
Against: Ruffieux, Young, and Spence. Motion carried. 
 

Mayor Parker announced that the motion carried and congratulated Councilman Johnnie 
Walton as the Council’s new Mayor Pro Tem. 
 
4.  Consideration - Adoption of Rules of Procedure: 
 
Mayor Parker requested the Council’s pleasure regarding the adoption of the City 
Council’s Rules of Procedure. 
 

Motion was made by Councilwoman Young, seconded by Councilman 
Brooks to adopt the Rules of Procedure as presented. Those voting in favor 
of the motion were: Spence, Walton, Caudle, Ruffieux, Brooks, Young, 
Horton, and Adkins. Against: None. Motion carried. 

 
5.  Consideration - Adoption of 2020 Meetings Calendar: 
 
Mayor Parker requested the Council’s pleasure regarding the adoption of the 2020 
Meetings Calendar for the City Council. 
 

Motion was made by Councilman Caudle, seconded by Councilman Horton 
to adopt the 2020 Meetings Calendar.  Those voting in favor of the motion 
were: Spence, Walton, Caudle, Ruffieux, Brooks, Young, Horton, and Adkins. 
Against: None. Motion carried. 

 

Date Time Meeting 

January 13, 2020 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

January 27, 2020 

5:30 p.m. Work Session 

7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

February 10, 2020 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

February 24, 2020 

5:30 p.m. Work Session 

7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

March 9, 2020 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

March 23, 2020 

5:30 p.m. Work Session 

7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

April 13, 2020 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

April 27, 2020 

5:30 p.m. Work Session 

7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

May 11, 2020 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

May 26, 2020  

5:30 p.m. Work Session 

7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

June 8, 2020 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

June 22, 2020 

5:30 p.m. Work Session 

7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

July 13, 2020 
5:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

Work Session 
Regular Meeting 

August 10, 2020 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

August 24, 2020 

5:30 p.m. Work Session 

7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

September 14, 2020 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 



 

3 
 

September 28, 2020 

5:30 p.m. Work Session 

7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

October 12, 2020 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

October 26, 2020 

5:30 p.m. Work Session 

7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

November 9, 2020 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

November 23, 2020 

5:30 p.m. Work Session 

7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

December 14, 2020 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

 
 
6.  Remarks by Mayor and City Councilors: 
 
Councilman Adkins wished the departing Councilors the best of luck in all their endeavors, 
and thanked both citizens and Councilors for their support. 
 
Councilman Spence thanked all of the citizens who came out to vote.  He stated that he 
was pleased to serve another term on Council, and that the process of good government 
must continue.  He added that in the new year, everyone must be held accountable for 
their actions, both bad and good. 
 
Councilman Brooks stated that she agreed that everyone needed to work together for the 
City’s betterment.  He thanked the constituents and expressed sincere pleasure in being 
called upon to serve the City again. He thanked the departing Councilors for their service 
and wished everyone Happy Holidays. 
 
Councilman Horton thanked the community for allowing him to serve four consecutive 
terms.  He said he believed this would be a good Council, with a good plan to move the 
City forward.  He stated that he would greatly miss Mrs. Hummer and Mr. King.  He 
welcomed the new and returning members to the Council and said he was excited for a 
prosperous and productive new year. 
 
Councilman Ruffieux thanked everyone for attending and voting.  He thanked Mrs. 
Hummer and Mr. King for everything they had done in their years on the Council to drive 
the City forward.  He said he was eager to learn about his new role and more about 
Elizabeth City, since he was fairly new to the area.  He said he felt confident that the 
combined strengths of the Councilors would be an asset to moving the City in the right 
direction. 
 
Councilwoman Young thanked the voters, her family, and friends.  She said she would 
miss Mrs. Hummer and Mr. King, and thanked them for their service and their hard work, 
as well as their friendship.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Walton said it takes a different type of person to be a Councilor.  He said 
that he will always do what’s necessary by internal and external customers and hoped to 
get the City to run more like a well-oiled business.  He said he was looking forward to the 
next two years.  He praised Mayor Parker and said he believed the Council has thrived 
and grown greatly under her leadership.  He addressed the community, noting that 
anyone out there could call him at any time and with any issue and he would always be 
happy to help.  He thanked the Council for electing him Mayor Pro Tem and said he 
looked forward to the future of the Council and the City. 
 
Councilman Brooks thanked everyone for the part they played in his re-election.  He said 
that he had recognized God’s Hand as being present during the campaign. He said that 
when he got out of the military, he ended up in Elizabeth City; and had faced many trials 
during his tenure on Council.  He thanked God for bringing him through it all.  He solicited 
everyone’s prayers for himself and everyone on Council.  He thanked Mr. Spence for his 
heartfelt service to Elizabeth City.   
 
Mayor Parker thanked everyone for allowing her continue in her service to the City. She 
stated that she had learned so much during her first term and was looking forward to the 
next two years.  She said she would miss Mrs. Hummer and Mr. King, noting their support 
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at her side was of great importance and they had served the Council and the City well. 
She said she was excited for the new year and the new growth that it was sure to bring. 
She said he looked forward to working in a positive way toward the City’s progress. 
 
Mayor Parker thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and invited everyone to join 
the Council for refreshments in the lobby of the Museum.   
 
7.  Adjournment: 
 
There being no further business to be discussed, Mayor Parker adjourned the meeting at 
8:10 p.m. 

             
      _____________________________________ 
      Bettie J. Parker 
      Mayor  

 

_____________________________ 
April Onley 
City Clerk  


