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City Council Regular Session  
January 13, 2020 

 

The City Council of the City of Elizabeth City met in regular session on Monday, January 
13, 2020, in Council Chambers, located on the 2nd floor of the Municipal Administration 
Building, 306 E. Colonial Avenue, Elizabeth City, NC. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Bettie Parker 
                                           Councilman Kem Spence 
                                           Mayor Pro Tem Johnnie Walton 
    Councilman Billy Caudle  
    Councilwoman Jeannie Young 
    Councilman Darius Horton    
    Councilman Michael Brooks 
    Councilman Gabriel Adkins 
    Councilman Chris Ruffieux      

MEMBERS ABSENT: None           

OTHERS PRESENT: City Manager Rich Olson 
City Attorney Bill Morgan 
Finance Director Suzanne Tungate 
Police Captain Larry James 
Interim Electric Superintendent Bob Vannoy 
Assistant City Manager Angela Cole 
Human Resources Director Montique McClary 
Public Utilities Assistant Director Amanda Boone 
Parks and Recreation Jeff Simpson 
Deputy Fire Chief Chris Carver 
ECDI Director Debbie Malenfant 
IT Director Matthew Simpson 
Grants Management Administrator Jon Hawley 
Load Management Specialist Ricky Albertson 
Community Development Director Carter Thompson 
City Clerk April Onley 

The City Council regular session was called to order by Mayor Bettie Parker at 7:15 p.m.  
Mayor Parker welcomed everyone to the meeting and recognized Councilman Brooks to 
give the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

     1.  Statement of Disclosure: 

The City Clerk read the Statement of Disclosure.  No conflict of interest disclosures 
regarding items listed on the agenda were made. 

     2. Agenda Adjustments and Approval: 

Councilman Brooks asked that a discussion on security cameras and the VEAC be added 
to the regular agenda.  City Manager Olson asked that a presentation to introduce new 
Community Development Director Carter Thompson be added.  Councilman Horton 
asked that a discussion on the renaming of Triangle Park be placed on the regular 
agenda.  
 

Motion was made by Councilman Spence, seconded by Councilwoman 
Young to approve the agenda with the adjustments. Those voting in favor of 
the motion were: Spence, Brooks, Ruffieux, Walton, Young, Horton, Caudle, 
and Adkins. Against: None. Motion carried. 

  
     3.  Presentations: 
 
 a. Employee Retirement – Sharon Riddick: 
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Mayor Parker called Sharon Riddick to the podium and presented her with a plaque 
honoring her years of service.  Mrs. Riddick thanked the City Council, staff, and the City 
Manager for all they had done for her during her time at the City. 
 
 b. Presentation – Promos for Senior Center; 
 
Assistant Manager Angela Cole showed a brief promotional video for the new senior 
center location in the former The Daily Advance building. 
 
 c. Presentation / Update – Senior Center Progress; 
 
Assistant Manager Cole walked the Council through a series of photographs displaying 
the progress on the construction inside of the new senior center.  City Manager Olson 
advised that the work would be finished in the next several weeks, with an official ribbon 
cutting sometime at the beginning of March.  
 
 d. Presentation – Introduction of Carter Thompson – Community  
     Development Director; 
 
City Manager Olson invited newly-appointment Community Development Director Carter 
Thompson to the podium to offer a brief introduction to the City Council.  Ms. Thompson 
greeted the Council and stated that she was excited for her move to Elizabeth City and 
looked forward to working with each of them. 
 
3.  Comments from the Public: 
 
There were no persons present who wished to speak. 
 
4.  Approval of Minutes: 
 
 a. December 9, 2019 – Incumbent Meeting 
 

Motion was made by Councilman Adkins, seconded by Councilman Spence, 
to approve the minutes as presented. Those voting in favor of the motion 
were: Spence, Ruffieux, Brooks, Walton, Young, Horton, Caudle, and Adkins. 
Against: None. Motion carried. 

 
 b. December 9, 2019 – Organizational Meeting 
 

Motion was made by Councilwoman Young, seconded by Councilman 
Adkins to approve the minutes as presented. Those voting in favor of the 
motion were: Spence, Ruffieux, Brooks, Walton, Young, Horton, Caudle, and 
Adkins. Against: None. Motion carried. 

 

5.  Consent Agenda: (Items “a” through “l” recommended for approval by the  
     Finance Committee during their January 8, 2020 meeting) 

Mayor Parker asked that City Manager Olson read the items on the Consent Agenda into 
the record.  

 a. Consideration – Approve Budget Amendment for YMCA at The Pines; 

 

BUDGET AMENDMENT 

 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City that the following 

amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for fiscal year ending June 30, 2020:  

 

SECTION I.  That the General Fund Fund Balance Appropriated  (10-3990-0000) will be 
increased by $25,000. 

 
 And that the General Fund Non-Departmental YMCA  (10-6620.5820) will be 
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increased by $25,000.  
 
 
(This amendment will authorize Parks & Rec, to pay $25,000 to YMCA.) 
 
 
ADOPTED, this 13th day of January 2020. 

 

 

      

Bettie J. Parker 

Mayor 

 

Attest: 
 

               

April Onley  
City Clerk 

 

 b. Consideration – Approve Budget Amendment for WWTP Capital Outlay 
      Projects; 

BUDGET AMENDMENT 

 

 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City that the following 

amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for fiscal year ending June 30, 2020:  

 

SECTION I.  That the Water & Sewer Fund  Other Financing Source (31-3980-0000) will 
be increased by $692,850, 

 
 And that the Water & Sewer Fund Waste Water Treatment Plant Capital 

Outlay Improvements  (31-8200-7300) will be increased by $692,850, 
 
 That the Water & Sewer Fund Debt Service (31-6600-8113) will be increased 

by $87,000, 
 
 And that the Water & Sewer Fund   Fund Balance Appropriated  (31-3990-

0000) will be increased by $87,000,  
 
  
(This amendment will increase the budget for the financing package and Waste Water 
Treatment Plant repairs and that were approved by Council on September 9th.) 
 
This amendment will decrease the Water & Sewer Fund Balance by $87,000. 
 
ADOPTED, this 13th day of January 2020. 

 

 

      

Bettie J. Parker 

Mayor 

 

Attest: 
 

               

April Onley  
City Clerk 

 

 c. Consideration – Approve Budget Amendment for Insurance  
        Reimbursements 



 

4 
 

 

BUDGET AMENDMENT 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City that the following 

amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for fiscal year ending June 30, 2020:  

 

SECTION I.  That the General Fund Insurance Revenue (10-3350-8300) will be increased 
by $35,500, 

 
 And that the General Fund Parks& Rec Capital Outlay  (10-6200-7300) will 

be increased by $35,500, 
 
 That the Electric Fund Insurance Revenue (30-3350-8300) will be increased 

by $7,749.10, 
 
 And that the Electric Fund Maintenance & Repair (Lines)  (30-8300-1620) 

will be increased by $7,749.10,  
 
 That the Electric Fund Insurance Revenue (30-3350-8300) will be increased 

by $5,604.12, 
 
 And that the Electric Fund Maintenance & Repair Generator  (30-8400-1601) 

will be increased by $5,604.12, 
 
 That the Water & Sewer Fund Insurance Revenue (31-3350-8300) will be 

increased by $557.61, 
 
 And that the Water & Sewer Fund Maintenance & Repair Equipment (31-

8100-1600) will be increased by $557.61.  
 
 
(This amendment will authorize Parks & Rec, Electric and Public Utilities Departments to 
make repairs needed due to damage reimbursed by insurance.) 
 
 
ADOPTED, this 13th day of January 2020. 

 

 

      

Bettie J. Parker 

Mayor 

 

Attest: 
 

               

April Onley  
City Clerk 

 

 d. Consideration – Approve Budget Amendment for Public Safety Building  
      Roof; 

BUDGET AMENDMENT 

 

 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City that the following 

amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for fiscal year ending June 30, 2020:  

 

SECTION I.  That the General Fund  Fund Balance Appropriated (10-3990-0000) will be 
increased by $258,590, 

 
 And that the General Fund  Public Buildings – Public Safety Building 

Capital Outlay Improvements  (10-5000-7100) will be increased by $258,590, 
 
   
(This amendment will increase the budget for the Public Safety Building repairs that were 
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approved by Council on November 25th.) 
 
This amendment will decrease the General Fund Balance by $258,950. 
 
ADOPTED, this 13th day of January 2020. 

 

 

      

Bettie J. Parker 

Mayor 

 

Attest: 
 

               

April Onley  
City Clerk 

 

 e. Consideration – Approve Budget Amendment for Community Support 
      Grants; 

BUDGET AMENDMENT 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City that the following 

amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for fiscal year ending June 30, 2020:  

 

SECTION I.  That the General Fund Non-Departmental Boys & Girls Club of EC 
(10.6620.5863) be increased by $4,000. 

 
 That the General Fund Non-Departmental SOULS Feeding Program 

(10.6620.5884) be increased by $3,500. 
 
 That the General Fund Non-Departmental Elizabeth City State University 

Foundation (10.6620.5886) be increased by $1,600. 
 
 That the General Fund Non-Departmental Kids First, Inc. (10.6620.5830) be 

increased by $5,000. 
 
 That the General Fund Non-Departmental River City CDC (10.6620.5840) be 

increased by $5,000. 
 
 That the General Fund Non-Departmental Habitat for Humanity 

(10.6620.5835) be increased by $2,500. 
 
 That the General Fund Non-Departmental Dream, Hunt and Fish 

Foundation (10.6620.5889) be increased by $1,500. 
 
 That the General Fund Non-Departmental Encore Theatre (10.6620.5876) be 

increased by $1,600. 
 
 That the General Fund Non-Departmental NC Blazer Basketball Program 

(10.6620.4595) be increased by $2,100. 
 
 That the General Fund Non-Departmental Mid-Atlantic Community College 

(10.6620.5877) be increased by $1,500. 
 
 That the General Fund Non-Departmental Arts of the Albemarle – Rising 

Stars Academy (10.6620.5810) be increased by $2,500. 
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 That the General Fund Non-Departmental Arts of the Albemarle – Jazz 

Series (10.6620.5810) be increased by $1,600. 
 
 That the General Fund Non-Departmental iEmpower, Inc. (10.6620.5891) be 

increased by $4,000. 
 
 That the General Fund Non-Departmental Albemarle Family YMCA 

(10.6620.5820) be increased by $1,500. 
 
 That the General Fund Community Support Grants (10.66200.6000) be 

decreased by $37,900. 
 
(To allocate Community Support Grants to the applicable line item according to Council 
selection.) 
 
ADOPTED, this 13th day of January 2020. 

 

 

 

      

Bettie J. Parker 

Mayor 

 

Attest: 
 

               

April Onley  
City Clerk 

 

 f. Consideration – Approve Budget Amendment for Police Department  
      Donation; 

BUDGET AMENDMENT 

 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City that the following 

amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for fiscal year ending June 30, 2020:  

 

SECTION I.  That the General Fund Police Donation Revenue (10-3220-0051) will be 
increased by $3,500, 

 
 And that the General Fund Police Department Crime Prevention  (10-5100-

3302) will be increased by $3,500.  
 
 
(This amendment will allow the Police Department to spend the $3,500 donation on Crime 
Prevention as requested by the donation.) 
 
 
ADOPTED, this 13th day of January 2020. 

 

 

      

Bettie J. Parker 

Mayor 

 

Attest: 
 

               

April Onley  
City Clerk 

 

 g. Consideration – Authorize Vehicle Purchase for Fire Department;  
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 h. Consideration – Authorize Submission to 2020 Watch for Me Grant; 

 i. Consideration – Authorize Submission to FY 2020-2021 Governor’s  
     Highway Safety Program Grant; 

 j. Consideration – Authorize Application to Governor’s Crime Commission 
    Grant; 

 k. Consideration – Authorize MDT Donation to Whitakers Police Department’ 

 l. Consideration – Authorize Application to NCDOT Bicycle / Pedestrian 
     Grant; 

(End of Consent Agenda) 

Mayor Parker asked Council’s pleasure on the Consent Agenda, as presented. 
Councilman Walton requested that item 9(g) be removed and placed on the consent 
agenda.  He stated that he still had additional questions about the fire vehicle purchase 
that he did not feel that had been fully explained. City Manager Olson stated that it could 
not be moved at this point in the meeting unless the Council suspend their rules of 
procedure. City Attorney Morgan reminded the Council that a vote to suspend the rules 
required a super majority vote. 

Motion was made by Councilman Walton to suspend the rules of procedure. 
Councilman Horton seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor of the 
motion were: Brooks, Horton, Walton, and Adkins. Against: Caudle, Young, 
Ruffieux, and Spence. Motion fails for lack of super majority. 

Motion was made by Councilwoman Young, seconded by Councilman 
Spence to approve the Consent Agenda. Those voting in favor of the motion 
were: Spence, Ruffieux, Brooks, Young, Horton, Caudle, and Adkins. 
Against: Walton. Motion carried. 

6.  Regular Agenda: 

 a. Any Item Pulled from the Consent Agenda 

There were no items pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 b. Consideration / Discussion – Councilors Appointments to Various Boards  
     Commissions / Committees; 

Mayor Parker advised the Council that the item presented before them were their 
appointments that she had suggested to the various boards and committees affiliated with 
the City.  She stated that she had spoken with each member of the Council and had tried 
to choose boards that they had expressed interest in, that would coordinate with their 
various schedules, and on which they would provide an important voice and resource. 
Those appointments are as follows: 

 ECPC Economic Development Commission – Bettie Parker 

 Central Communications Advisory Board – Michael Brooks 

 Fireman’s Relief Fund Board – Gabriel Adkins and Kem Spence 

 ECPC Airport Authority – Billy Caudle (No current appointment needed) 

 Joint Committee on Homelessness – Jeannie Young and Darius Horton 

 NC Eastern Municipal Power Agency – City Manager Olson (Primary) and Bettie 
Parker (Alternate) 

 Tourism Development Authority – Johnnie Walton 

 Elizabeth City Downtown, Inc. – Jeannie Young 

 EC Chamber Board – Bettie Parker (Ex-Officio)  

 Finance Committee – Bettie Parker, Kem Spence, Chris Ruffieux, Johnnie 
Walton, Michael Brooks, Jeannie Young, Darius Horton, Billy Caudle, and Gabriel 
Adkins 

 Parks and Rec Advisory Board – Johnnie Walton 

 Storm Water Advisory Board – Chris Ruffieux, Kem Spence, Darius Horton 

 Community Relations Commission – Michael Brooks 

 Albemarle RPO Transportation Advisory Committee – Chris Ruffieux 
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Motion was made by Councilman Horton, seconded by Councilwoman 
Young to approve the appointments, as presented. Those voting in favor of 
the motion were: Spence, Ruffieux, Brooks, Walton, Young, Horton, Caudle, 
and Adkins. Against: None. Motion carried. 

Councilman Brooks asked that the Finance Committee be discussed as a retreat 
item.  Councilors Spence, Adkins, and Horton agreed that it needed to be added 
to the retreat agenda as an item for discussion. 

 c. Consideration – Parks and Rec Joint Re-Appointment – Eddie Spencer;  
      (By motion and roll call vote) 

City Manager Olson advised the Council that as this was a joint appointment, the County 
had already voted to re-appoint Mr. Eddie Spencer to the Parks and Rec Advisory Board, 
but the Council was required to confirm or deny the appointment. 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Walton, seconded by Councilman 
Adkins to re-appoint Eddie Spencer to the Parks and Rec Advisory Board.  
Those voting in favor of the motion were: Spence, Ruffieux, Brooks, Walton, 
Young, Horton, Caudle, and Adkins. Against: None. Motion carried. A roll call 
vote followed, which yielded the same results. 

 d. Consideration – Re-Appointment to the HPC – Rachel Stallings;  
       (By motion and roll call vote) 

Motion was made by Councilwoman Young, seconded by Councilman 
Brooks to re-appoint Rachel Stallings to the Historic Preservation 
Commission. Those voting in favor of the motion were: Spence, Ruffieux, 
Brooks, Walton, Young, Horton, Caudle, and Adkins. Against: None. Motion 
carried. A roll call vote followed, which yielded the same results. 

 e. Consideration / Discussion – City Council Planning Retreat; 

City Manager Olson advised that this item’s purpose was for the Council to find a potential 
date for the 2020 Retreat.  He asked the Council specifically to consider if they wanted to 
hold the agenda locally; what the date(s) would be; would directors be present during any 
point; and if there would be a facilitator. He proposed either January 30th and 31st or 
February 13th and 14th.  Councilman Adkins stated that he’d personally only like the retreat 
to last for a single day; there was general consensus amongst the other Councilors.  
Councilman Adkins asked if February 21st would be agreeable; and it was. Councilwoman 
Young stated that she felt there should definitely be a facilitator.  Councilman Walton 
requested that staff see if there was a local facilitator available.  Councilwoman Young 
responded that Mr. Mark Maland was a local facilitator that may be able to attend.  
Councilman Spence stated that it would be best for him if the retreat was held locally. 
Councilwoman Young stated that she had been very taken aback by how much the last 
retreat ended up costing, and agreed that it should be held locally, and hopefully much 
cheaper than the previous one in 2018.  City Manager Olson stated that if directors 
attended, it would only be very briefly at the beginning of the day to present their items to 
the Council. 

Motion was made by Councilman Adkins, seconded by Councilman Spence 
to hold the retreat locally on February 21, 2020 within the hours of 8:30 to 
5:00 p.m. Those voting in favor of the motion were: Spence, Ruffieux, 
Brooks, Walton, Young, Horton, Caudle, and Adkins. Against: None. Motion 
carried. 

 f. Call for a Public Hearing – Naming of New Senior Center; 

City Manager Olson advised the Council that he expected the new senior center to be 
open by the first week in March.  He stated that based on general discussion with citizens, 
staff had brought back the name “The Elizabeth City-Pasquotank Center for Active Living” 
to be discussed.  In accordance with the Council’s naming policy, a public hearing must 
be held to gather public input prior to assigning any name to the building.  Councilman 
Walton asked whether the County got any input on the naming.  City Manager Olson 
responded that the naming was the right of the City Council; however, he had conferred 
with the County Manager who stated that his board had taken no issue with the presented 
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name.  Councilman Brooks stated that he felt there might be a problem with removing 
“senior” from the name of the building.  He noted that the seniors that frequented the 
building might be unhappy and/or the change might result in individuals who were not 
seniors attempting to use the building.  City Manager Olson stated that the Council could 
change the name if they wished, as this item was only to call for the public hearing and 
not finalizing anything yet.  He added that although it was a building for seniors, legally 
he did not believe that the City could stop younger individuals from attending, although 
he felt it was unlikely since most of the equipment and classes were geared toward 
seniors.  Councilman Brooks reiterated his concern and wondered why it was already 
named within the memorandum.  Assistant Manager Cole explained she had simply 
written that as a placeholder and would change it back to “the new senior center” until a 
name was given after the public hearing. 

Motion was made by Councilman Adkins, seconded by Councilman Horton  
to call for a public hearing to be held during the January 27, 2020 Regular 
Session to gather public input on the naming of the senior center. Those 
voting in favor of the motion were: Spence, Ruffieux, Brooks, Walton, Young, 
Horton, Caudle, and Adkins. Against: None. Motion carried. 

 g. Update – Homeless Voucher Program; 

City Manager Olson recognized Captain Larry James to provide the Council with an 
update on the Homeless Voucher Program.  Captain James advised the Council that 
since the Cold Weather Voucher Program had begun, the Police Department had issued 
four vouchers.  He noted that the first two were free of charge, thanks to them being 
donated by the Queen Elizabeth hotel, and the second pair had been paid at a cost of 
$62 each, $124 total, to the City.  He pointed out that the only hotel that had been utilized 
so far was the Queen Elizabeth Motel. He stated that the Police Department used the 
Room at the Inn program when first approached by citizens needing assistance with 
lodging; if full or unavailable, then the Cold Weather Voucher program takes over.  He 
explained that the program goes into effect anytime the weather is forecast to be 32 
degree and below and when the Room at the Inn in unavailable.  He added that of the 
four vouchers issued, they had all been given before the Room at the Inn program began 
on January 5, 2020. 

Councilman Spence expressed concern that the program could only be utilized when it 
was 32 degrees or lower. He stated that his initial understanding was that it did not have 
to be that cold and that the police officers could still issue vouchers at their discretion.  
Councilman Adkins and Councilman Horton concurred that that was their understanding 
too.  Councilman Walton stated that he believed the program should be re-examined and 
broadened because homeless people could be uncomfortable at many temperatures, not 
just freezing ones. He asked that the police department issue a more explanatory 
narrative to detail why the individuals received vouchers and what their complaints might 
have been. Councilman Horton stated that his concern was not just the winter but also 
the summer and that the program as presented is not what he remembered agreeing to. 
He noted that the voucher system was in place because the Council was unable to get a 
homeless shelter in place at the time.  He asked Captain James if any families had been 
turned away because the temperature was not cold enough.  Captain James responded 
that he had not heard of anyone being turned away.   

Motion was made by Councilman Horton, seconded by Councilman Adkins 
to remove the temperature guidelines from the Cold Weather Voucher 
Program.  

Councilman Caudle asked if just the wording could be changed instead of the entire policy 
being changed. City Manager Olson responded that it was the Council’s policy and they 
could do as they wished.  Councilman Caudle agreed that the verbiage needed to be 
changed.  Councilman Horton asked if there was an actual policy in place.  City Manager 
Olson responded that there was not; it simply followed those of other “white flag” warming 
shelter programs.  Councilman Horton stated that he viewed the vouchers as something 
to tide the City over until such time that a true homeless shelter could be in place and 
reminded the Council that $50,000 had been put aside for such a cause. Councilman 
Horton stated that he would like to have a workup on a potential year-round voucher 
program presented during the City Council Retreat. 
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Those voting in favor of the motion were: Spence, Ruffieux, Brooks, Walton, 
Young, Horton, Caudle, and Adkins. Against: None. Motion carried. 

 h. Security Cameras (As added by Councilman Brooks); 

Mayor Parker recognized Councilman Brooks to lead the discussion as he had added the 
item to the agenda.  Councilman Brooks stated that over the weekend, 713 Roanoke 
Avenue had experienced a break-in during the time the resident was at church.  He 
expressed displeasure that if there were cameras on Roanoke, that area was a blind spot.  
He mentioned that the area beside her home was not cleared, and wanted to know if it 
could be cleared because he felt it was unsafe for the woman who lived there.  He asked 
that the City Manager investigate the matter and report back.  City Manager Olson replied 
that he would have Code Enforcement investigate and give him an update. Councilman 
Brooks made a plea to anyone watching who might have information on the break-in to 
please come forward.  He asked if there was a camera on the corner of Harding Street, 
as he did not see it on the report as a functional camera.  

 i. Veteran’s Experience Action Center (As added by Councilman Brooks); 

Councilman Brooks stated that he, Captain James, and Mayor Pro Tem Walton had 
attended a meeting about the Veteran’s Experience Action Center holding an event at 
Elizabeth City State University.  He advised the Council that it would be a one-day 
program, where veterans and their families could learn about and apply for any benefits 
they were entitled to. He gave a list of items that individuals needed to bring should they 
be interested in attending.  He stated that the transition from military life back to civilian 
life was often difficult.  He noted, “We should never use the word homeless and veteran 
in the same sentence and this is a great way to help those who can’t help themselves.” 

 j. Triangle Park Renaming (As added by Councilman Horton) 

Councilman Horton stated that he added this item to the agenda because Anita Hummer 
had served the City for more than 20 years and felt that she should be honored by having 
Triangle Park named after her.   

Motion was made by Councilman Horton, seconded by Councilman Spence 
to call for a public hearing to be held on January 27. 2020 to gather public 
input on renaming Triangle Park to Anita Hummer Park.  Those voting in 
favor of the motion were: Spence, Ruffieux, Brooks, Walton, Young, Horton, 
Caudle, and Adkins. Against: None. Motion carried. 

7. Comments and Inquiries on Non-Agenda Items: 

Councilwoman Young said she hoped everyone had had a wonderful holiday season and 
New Year.  She stated that she hoped the City Council would have new things to work 
and fight for for the City of Elizabeth City. 

Councilman Ruffieux stated that he was learning a lot and felt a good energy being on 
City Council and that he looked forward to serving. 

Councilman Horton said it was good to see everyone and he hoped the Council would be 
productive and proactive in the New Year.  

Councilman Brooks thanked everyone who re-elected him to the City Council. He said he 
had been driving to through the Laurel Park area and found it disheartening.  He said 
limbs, telephone lines, houses, and fences had been down for over a year and nothing 
had been done.  He asked the City Manager to please investigate and find out why 
nothing had been done.  He said no area in the City should have to look like a war zone. 
He thanked everyone for attending the meeting and being part of the City. 

Councilman Caudle had no comments. 

Councilman Spence said he was aware of two recent incidents with the power going out 
in the City.  He thanked the Electric Department for being so quick to respond and fix the 
problems.  He asked if they could receive calls or text when there were power outages 
because he did not feel he should have to call the City to find out what was going on.  
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Councilman Adkins had no comments. 

Mayor Pro Tem Walton said nothing could be done about the past, but people could move 
forward and try to do better.  He asked City Attorney Morgan if Council had put into place 
that a police officer should be in place during their closed sessions. City Attorney Morgan 
agreed that there was such a policy enacted by the Council in 2019.  Mayor Pro Tem 
Walton stated that saying that the officer was armed could discourage new business from 
coming to the City. Mr. Morgan responded that all officers in North Carolina, by law, must 
be armed.  Mayor Pro Tem Walton stated that it was obvious they had to be armed but 
he did not think it should be written as such.  He asked if, during the December 9, 2019 
meeting, if he was the only individual on the ballot for Mayor Pro Tem, why was the vote 
not unanimous. He thanked those who voted for him.  He asked Attorney Morgan if it was 
in the charter that two people could nominate themselves and become the Mayor Pro 
Tem.  City Attorney Morgan stated that it was legal for more than one individual to become 
Mayor Pro Tem during a term, but not simultaneously.  He said all the charter required 
was that a Mayor Pro Tem be elected from the body. 

Mayor Parker stated that there were certain areas in the City that seemed to be being 
ignored and she wanted to make sure that that was not the case. She asked Code 
Enforcement to please look at different areas and make sure they were cleaned up and 
buildings were taken down when necessary.   

8. Adjournment 

There being no further business to be discussed, Mayor Parker adjourned the meeting at 
9:08 p.m. 

 

       __________________________ 

       Bettie J. Parker 
       Mayor     

 __________________________ 
April D. Onley 
City Clerk 


