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City Council Special Session  
November 2, 2020 

 

The City Council of the City of Elizabeth City met in a special called meeting on Monday, 
November 2, 2020, in Council Chambers, located on the 2nd floor of the Municipal 
Administration Building, 306 E. Colonial Avenue, Elizabeth City, NC. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Bettie Parker 
                                           Councilman Kem Spence 
                                           Mayor Pro Tem Johnnie Walton 
    Councilman Billy Caudle  
    Councilwoman Jeannie Young   
    Councilman Michael Brooks 
    Councilman Gabriel Adkins 
    Councilman Chris Ruffieux      

MEMBERS ABSENT: Councilman Darius Horton      
     

OTHERS PRESENT: Interim City Manager Eddie Buffaloe 
Grants Management Administrator Jon Hawley 
City Clerk April Onley 

The City Council special called meeting was called to order by Mayor Bettie Parker at 
10:30 a.m.  Mayor Parker welcomed everyone to the meeting and recognized Councilman 
Caudle to give the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

     1.  Statement of Disclosure: 

The City Clerk read the Statement of Disclosure.  No conflict of interest disclosures 
regarding items listed on the agenda were made. 

     2. Consideration – Approval of CDBG-CV Grant Application and Authorize  
          Execution of Associated Documents: 

Interim City Manager Buffaloe thanked the Council for making a special effort to hold an 
additional meeting for the CDBG application, based on the Department of Commerce’s 
advice that it would be wise to expedite the process in order to be more competitive in 
potentially securing funding. He advised that staff’s request of the Council was for 
adoption of a resolution for funding of the project, as well as three sets of public hearing 
specific minutes that would later be incorporated into the overall minutes of their 
respective meetings. He noted that a resolution from the County was expected to be 
passed during their meeting that evening; and that once that document was secured, 
Grants Administrator Jon Hawley would hand-deliver all documents to the Raleigh office 
on Tuesday.  

Mayor Parker asked the Council’s pleasure on the proposed matter. 

Motion was made by Councilman Billy Caudle to authorize submission of the 
CDBG-CV application for the Coronavirus Care Collaborative, including 
adopting of a resolution to apply and public hearing-specific meeting 
minutes, and authorization for all necessary signatures from the Mayor and 
City staff. Councilman Chris Ruffieux seconded the motion. 

Councilwoman Young asked if this was the grant that the Council’s travel allocation was 
going toward; and Interim City Manager Buffaloe replied that it was not. Mayor Pro Tem 
Walton asked what exactly this grant would go toward. Interim City Manager Buffaloe 
responded that this grant was in partnership with the United Way through the Department 
of Commerce. Mayor Pro Tem Walton asked what the grant’s associated timeframe would 
be. Grants Administrator Hawley responded that he expected the timeline for the award 
to be very quick, which was part of the reason staff requested the Council call a special 
meeting. He noted that the program was seeing a great deal of demand. The lifespan of 
the grant could be up to 30 months. He said the application documents proposed a 27-
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month timeline, but he expected that most of the funds would be dispersed within the first 
few months. He added that the United Way had modeled this after programs they’d 
already been doing, so they were ramped and ready to go with this immediately if the 
funds were given. Mayor Pro Tem Walton asked if this funding had to go through the 
County first. Interim City Manager Buffaloe responded that he was thinking of funding 
given through the CARES Act, which was dispersed through the County first. Grants 
Administrator Hawley added that the City was asking for $765,000 in funding in their 
application. 

Those voting in favor of the motion were: Spence, Ruffieux, Brooks, Walton, 
Young, Caudle, and Adkins. Against: None. Motion carried. 

Resolution # 2020 –11-01 
FOR THE CITY OF ELIZABETH CITY APPLICATION FOR COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT-CORONAVIRUS FUNDING FOR THE 

CORONAVIRUS CARE COLLABORATIVE PROJECT 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Elizabeth City City Council has previously indicated its 
desire to assist in community development efforts for housing and coronavirus response 
within the City and Pasquotank County; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council has held two public hearings concerning the 
proposed application for Community Development Block Grant funding to benefit COVID-
19-impacted, low-to-moderate income (LMI) residents of the City and/or County through 
the Coronavirus Care Collaborative (CVCC) project, in partnership with the Albemarle 
Area United Way; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes the City to pursue a formal application for 
Community Development Block Grant funding to benefit LMI City and/or County residents 
impacted by COVID-19; and will administer the proposed project in partnership with the 
AAUW, and with the formal support of Pasquotank County, as committed to in the 
application. 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council certifies it will meet all federal regulatory and statutory 
requirements of the State of North Carolina Community Development Block Grant 
Program, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City of Elizabeth City City Council that 
the City of Elizabeth City is authorized to submit a formal application to the North Carolina 
Department of Commerce for approval of a Community Development Block Grant to 
benefit COVID-19-impacted City and/or County residents through the X project. 
 
 ADOPTED this the second day of November, 2020, in Elizabeth City, North Carolina. 

 
 
 
________________________________ 

      Bettie J. Parker 
      Mayor 
 
 
_________________________________ 
April D. Onley 
City Clerk, NCCMC 
  
     3.  Adjournment: 
 
There being no further business to be discussed, Mayor Parker adjourned the meeting at 
10:38 a.m. 

 

       __________________________ 
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       Bettie J. Parker 
       Mayor     

 __________________________ 
April D. Onley, NCCMC 
City Clerk 


