
 

1 
 

 

City Council Work Session  
February 24, 2020 

 

The City Council of the City of Elizabeth City met in work session on Monday, January 
27, 2020 in Council Chambers, located on the 2nd floor of the Municipal Administration 
Building, 306 E. Colonial Avenue, Elizabeth City, NC. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Bettie Parker 
                         Councilman Gabriel Adkins (Arrived at 6:32 p.m.) 
    Councilman Billy Caudle  
    Councilman Darius Horton (Arrived at 6:32 p.m.)   
    Councilwoman Jeannie Young   
    Councilman Chris Ruffieux      

MEMBERS ABSENT: Councilman Michael Brooks 
    Mayor Pro Tem Johnnie Walton 
    Councilman Kem Spence      
   

OTHERS PRESENT: City Manager Rich Olson 
City Attorney Bill Morgan 
Finance Director Suzanne Tungate 
Chief of Police Eddie Buffaloe Jr. 
Deputy Chief of Police James Avens 
Police Department IT Trenton Cole 
Interim Electric Superintendent Bob Vannoy 
Assistant City Manager Angela Cole 
Human Resources Director Montique McClary 
Public Utilities Assistant Director Amanda Boone 
Parks and Recreation Director Dexter Harris  
Senior Center Coordinator Stacy Williams 
Deputy Fire Chief Chris Carver 
ECDI Director Debbie Malenfant 
IT Director Matthew Simpson 
Grants Management Administrator Jon Hawley 
City Clerk April Onley 
 

(Clerk’s Notation: The Work Session was scheduled to begin at 5:30 p.m.; however, due 
to lack of a quorum, it could not be called to order until 6:32 p.m. The individuals present 
elected to receive the presentations from Visit Elizabeth City and the TDA and the 
Surveillance Presentation anyway, as there was no action required by the City Council 
on either item.) 

The City Council work session was called to order by Mayor Bettie Parker at 6:32 p.m.  
Mayor Parker welcomed everyone to the meeting and recognized Councilman Caudle to 
give the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

     1.  Agenda Adjustments and Approval: 

 Mayor Parker then requested the Council’s pleasure regarding approval of the prepared 
agenda. 

Motion was made by Councilwoman Horton, seconded by Councilwoman 
Young to approve the agenda. Those voting in favor of the motion were: 
Ruffieux, Young, Horton, Caudle, and Adkins. Against: None. Motion carried.  

     2.  Statement of Disclosure: 

The City Clerk read the Statement of Disclosure.  No conflict of interest disclosures 
regarding items listed on the agenda were made. 
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3. Committee Reports: 
 

a) EC-PC Economic Development Commission:  Councilman Adkins, 
Councilman Caudle, Mayor Parker – Councilman Caudle reported the 
Commission met the previous Wednesday and received presentations on pending 
economic development opportunities. 

 
b) Central Communications Advisory Board:  Councilman Brooks – Councilman 

Brooks was not present. 
 

c) Fireman’s Relief Fund Board:  Councilman Adkins, Councilman Spence – 
Councilman Adkins stated they had not met. 

 
d) NC Eastern Municipal Power Agency:  City Manager Olson and Mayor Parker- 

City Manager Olson stated he had included an update in the FYI. 
 

e) Elizabeth City Downtown, Inc.:  Councilwoman Young – Councilwoman Young 
provided a briefing on upcoming events through ECDI. 

 
f) Elizabeth City Area Chamber of Commerce Board:  Mayor Parker – Mayor 

Parker shared several upcoming Chamber events. 
 

g) Finance Committee:  Mayor Parker, Mayor Pro Tem Walton, Councilman 
Caudle, Councilwoman Young, Councilman Brooks, Councilman Adkins, 
Councilman Ruffieux, Councilman Horton, Councilman Spence – Mayor 
Parker stated that the Finance Committee meeting had been cancelled due to the 
February 21, 2020 Retreat. 

h) Parks and Recreation Advisory Board:  Mayor Pro Tem Walton – Mayor Pro 
Tem Walton was not present. 

 
i) Storm Water Advisory Board:  Councilman Spence, Councilman Ruffieux 

and Councilman Horton – Councilman Ruffieux advised the Board had not met. 
 

j) Tourism Development Authority:  Mayor Pro Tem Walton – Mayor Pro Tem 
Walton was not present. 

 
k) Community Relations Commission:  Councilman Brooks – Councilman 

Brooks was not present. 
 

l) Airport Authority:  Councilman Caudle – Councilman Caudle said the Authority 
was hard at work on several exciting items that would be revealed in the future. 

 
m) Joint Committee On Homelessness: Councilman Horton, Councilwoman 

Young – Councilman Horton and Councilman Young stated there was no report. 
 

n) Albemarle RPO Transportation Advisory Committee – Councilman Ruffieux 
– Councilman Ruffieux had nothing to report. 

 
6. Adjournment: 

 
There being no further business to be discussed, Mayor Parker adjourned the meeting at 
6:54 p.m. 

 

       __________________________ 

       Bettie J. Parker 
       Mayor     

 __________________________ 
April D. Onley 
City Clerk 


