MEMORANDUM

To: Mayor and Members of City Council

From: Rich Olson, City Manager

Date: May 8, 2020

Subj: Consideration - Resolution to Governor Cooper’s Executive Order #138
BACKGROUD:

On May 5, 2020, Governor Cooper modified North Carolina’s Stay-At-Home Executive Order

with a

new Executive Order #138 for phased reopening, which went into effect on May 8t

at 5:00 p.m. Highlights of Phase I include:

Any retail business may open at 50% capacity. Businesses will be required to practice
social distancing, perform frequent cleanings, provide hand sanitizer when available,
screen workers for symptoms and more.

People may leave their homes for commercial activity at any business that is open.
Certain businesses remain closed, including bars, personal care businesses,
entertainment venues, and gyms. Restaurants may only continue to serve customers
for drive-through, take-out and delivery.

Teleworking is still encouraged for businesses where it's feasible.

Cloth face coverings are recommended when you leave the house and may be near
other people who are not family or household members.

Gatherings remain at a 10-person limit.

The North Carolina Department of Health and Human services (DHHS) created several
materials to help businesses navigate Phase I, including:

NCDHHS Checklist for Business Owners

Interim Guidance for Owners, Staff, and Patrons of Businesses
Symptom Screening Checklist

Templates to Meet Required Signage

DHHS also previewed a new campaign, Know Your Ws! While North Carolinians should still
stay at home, if they go out, they should know their Ws: Wear. Wait. Wash.
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Wear a face covering,

« Wait 6 feet apart from other people.
« Wash your hands often.

ANALYSIS:

On May 6, 2020, the Pasquotank, Camden and City of Elizabeth City Control Group met and
discussed the merits of the Governor’s Phase I plan. It was the consensus of the Control
Group that as we begin to open things back up, the decision should be made at the local
level and not at the state level. Control should become decentralized. Each city, in
conjunction with its respective county, should be responsible for making phase-in decisions.
The Control Group has concerns that Virginia's re-opening schedule is more aggressive. It
is our understanding that most of Virginia will open up on May 15, 2020; this will allow our
residents to obtain services that are not allowed in North Carolina and cause a loss of tax
dollars to the City and County. Attached you will find a resolution encouraging the Governor
to allow the City of Elizabeth City, Pasquotank County, and Camden County to determine a
modified phase-in plan.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

By motion, adopt the attached resolution in support of phase-in decisions to be made at the
local level and not at the state level, and authorize Mayor Bettie J. Parker to send a letter
along with the resolution to Governor Cooper.
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RESOLUTION# 2020-5-03
Resolution to Governor Cooper in Support Of Reopening the City of
Elizabeth City

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City is the duly
elected governing body for the entirety of the population of Elizabeth City, North
Carolina; and

WHEREAS, the duties of the City Council include protecting and providing
for the general health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Elizabeth City; and

WHEREAS, COVID-19 has presented a threat to that health, safety, and
welfare, specifically to our vulnerable population residing in long-term care
facilities, and to the various businesses and industries who constitute the
economic engine of our City; and

WHEREAS, the City Council whole heartedly desires to protect the health
of our citizens while preserving the economic vitality of Elizabeth City; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City has determined
that the current Governor’s Executive Order does not achieve the balance
between protecting public health and preserving the local economy for Elizabeth
City; and

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of North Carolina retains all
constitutional and statutory power and authority in relation to these critical
issues on a statewide basis; and

WHEREAS, North Carolina’s 100 counties range from small-rural to large-
urban, clearly representing the vast diversity of our great State, and making it
unlikely that one approach will be universally effective in meeting the needs of all
of our citizens; and

WHEREAS, recognizing this fact, the logical approach is to allow for
locally elected and accountable decision makers to design and implement plans
unique to their communities and evolving situations.




NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of
Elizabeth City respectfully requests of the Governor of the Great State of North
Carolina, the authority and the ability to design and implement a plan to restore
the people’s rights to pursue life, liberty and the fruits of their labor to the 100
counties as they see fit, or allow Elizabeth City, deeming this the best course of
action, to do so immediately.

ADOPTED, this the 11t day of May 2020.

Bettie J. Parker
Mayor

April D. Onley
City Clerk




