2020
Teen Center Discussion Retreat

The City of Elizabeth City operated a teen center for a number of years. The teen
center was housed in the former fire station, which was located behind City Hall. The
center was supported by the City Council with a small annual appropriation. The City
mainly provided the space and the utilities for the teens to meet. Prior to the teen
center closing, the participation had dropped. City staff has not been able to find any
records, which indicate utilization and only a minimum amount of activity was available
at the center. With the relocation of the Senior Center to the former Daily Advance
Building, this 4500 square foot space has become available for further programming at
Knobbs Creek. The existing layout of the soon-to-be former Senior Center is very
choppy, with small to midsize rooms and staff offices. No matter what the space will be
used for, the area will need to be opened up.

City staff's anticipated targeted market is middle school and high school teens between
the ages of 13 and 17. When surveying the needs of the teen population, their desired
needs are for gaming stations with high definition TVs, a workout area, computer lab,
craft area, and a seating area for hanging out. Teens are also facilitated through
parties, club meetings, and dances. However, the City has other outlets that offer these
types of programs for teens such as the Boys & Girls Club, which offer weekend dances
to raise money for afterschool programming. In order for staff to have a better
understanding of what the teens of today would really want in the form of a teen
center, staff would request to have another survey done within the middle schools and
high schools.  With the purchase of the gym equipment form Goldsboro, there is
enough equipment and weights to fully outfit an excellent gym in conjunction with a
teen center. A detailed budget for creating a teen center is being developed. The use
of the soon-to-be former Senior Center for a teen center will require the Board of
County Commissioners to agree to the same reallocation. In addition, the County
Commissioners would be required to partially fund the center.



