To: Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Rich Olson, City Manager

Date: January 24, 2020

Subj: Consideration — Adopt Resolution in Support of VEAC
BACKGROUND:

During the January 13, 2020 Regular Session, Councilors Walton and Brooks
discussed the December 17, 2019 Veterans Experience Action Center (VEAC)
meeting they attended at ECSU. The VEAC was interested in holding an event
for veterans and active military personnel on June 16" and 17" on the campus of
ECSU at either the K.E. White Center or the Vaughn Center. An additional
meeting on February 11, 2020 will include a walk-through of both facilities and a
decision will be made on which to use.

ANALYSIS:

VEAC events have been happening across the nation since 2018. These action
centers are open to military personnel both active and retired, and provide
services, resources, and information upfront regarding claims, appeals, benefits,
healthcare, and assistance. Family members of veterans are also encouraged to
attend. These events require collaboration between community partners and
multiple military affairs organizations. It was the consensus of the Council that
they would like to offer support for this program, which would include security
assistance by the Elizabeth City Police and Fire Departments. Additionally, if
monetary assistance is requested, | believe we could use TDA funding, as this
will bring many out-of-town military members into the area for overnight stays in
local facilities.

A formal resolution of support for the VEAC is attached for consideration.
FINANCIAL:

The Finance Committee discussed this matter during their January 23, 2020
meeting. Upon motion made by Councilwoman Young, seconded by Mayor
Parker, the Committee unanimously recommended forwarding to the City

Council.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:




By motion, adopt the attached resolution in support of the Veterans Experience
Action Center event in Elizabeth City.




RESOLUTION# 2020-1-03
Resolution of Support for the Veterans Experience Action Center
(VEAC)

WHEREAS, on December 17, 2019, both personnel from the City of
Elizabeth City and members of the City Council attended the Veterans Experience
Action Center (VEAC) preliminary meeting; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the meeting was to discuss holding a VEAC
event in Elizabeth City, NC, on the campus of ECSU on June 16" and 17%; and

WHEREAS, this event will be held to bring together community service
providers, veterans service organizations, and other government partners for the
purpose of providing services, resources, and information directly to both
veterans and those currently serving our nation; and

WHEREAS, the VEAC event will be geared toward providing valuable
information to former and current members of the military of the many services
available to them, including money and medical treatment; and

WHEREAS, the City Council feels this event is of great importance and
would like to offer support in the form of an as-of-yet undetermined monetary
contribution, as well as security assistance for the event in the form of Police
and/or Fire personnel.

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the City of
Elizabeth City that the City shall offer its services and contribution to support the
VEAC event at ECSU in collaboration with the Veterans Benefits Administration
and other agencies in honor of our military personnel, both active and retired.

ADOPTED, this the 27" day of January 2020.

Bettie J. Parker
Mayor

April D. Onley
City Clerk




