
 
 

Resolution # 2021 –03-01 
Honoring the Life and Service of Former Mayor 

H. Rick Gardner 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Elizabeth City, North 
Carolina, wish to acknowledge and express their appreciation of former Mayor Henry Rick 
Gardner for his dedicated service to the citizens and community of Elizabeth City; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mr. Gardner was a resident of Elizabeth City, and he served both this 
community and the state of North Carolina with dignity, having been elected by the 
people, first as a Councilperson from 1989 to 1991, and then as Mayor in 1993, a position 
he held for three consecutive terms; and 
 

WHEREAS, as Mayor of Elizabeth City, he devoted his time, energy and talents to 
the City, providing a wealth of experience and sound judgement, and serving with 
unfailing integrity, dignity and thoughtful reflection; and 
 

WHEREAS, during his time on the Council, he reviewed and considered all 
matters, facts and proposals presented to the Council, and at all times ensured that our 
elected officials kept the public’s interest as their first priority; and 
 

WHEREAS, H. Rick Gardner served as a strong supporter for the promotion and 
protection of the City of Elizabeth City’s strengths and heritage, and sought to better the 
lives of both our employees and residents; and 
 

WHEREAS, his legacy will serve as an inspiration to all who live, work, and visit in 
the City of Elizabeth City for generations to come; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City’s municipal building in which we conduct our daily business 

has borne Mr. Gardner’s name for years, in honor of, and as an ode to his civic-
mindedness and public service; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City is proud and honored to 
have H. Rick Gardner as one of our former elected officials, and is unendingly grateful to 
him for all that he brought to our City, both personally and professionally his time here. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City, 
in recognition of H. Rick Gardner’s love for and dedication to the City of Elizabeth City 
does adopt this resolution in honor of his memory and of his many years of dedicated 
service to our community. 
 
 ADOPTED, this the 8th day of March 2021. 
 



      ________________________________ 
      Bettie J. Parker 
      Mayor 
 
 
_________________________________ 
April D. Onley 
City Clerk, NCCMC



 


